
HESI History: Highlights 

1978   The International Life Sciences Institute, ILSI, founded by Dr. Alex Malaspina. 

1989   HESI is founded as the global branch of ILSI. 

HESI’s first Chair is Dr. Louis Lasagna (Tufts University), a globally recognized leader 
in clinical trial methodology and the placebo effect, often referred to as the 
‘Founder of Clinical Pharmacology’. 

Nine sponsor companies participate. 

HESI convenes 14 scientists for its first workshop on the human relevance of mouse 
liver tumors. 

1990   HESI’s first President is Dr. Peter N. Britton (Johnson & Johnson). 

1992  The first HESI technical committees are formed. 

Dr. Denise Robinson is appointed HESI’s first Scientific Director in Fall 1992. 

1993  The HESI Emerging Issues Committee is formed – setting the stage for an ever 
growing and current scientific portfolio. 

1997   Dr. Denise Robinson promoted to HESI Executive Director. 

1999  HESI celebrates 10 years of science with 48 participating companies and dozens of 
academic and government scientific participants. 

2001  HESI is independently incorporated as a 501c3 nonprofit, and becomes an 
independent, branch of ILSI. 

2002   Dr. Michael Holsapple is hired as HESI’s second Executive Director on October 1st. 

2005   HESI achieves a landmark 100 publications. 

2011   HESI holds its first annual meeting in Europe. 

Syril Pettit, M.E.M., becomes HESI’s third Executive Director on November 21st. 

2013  The FDA Director for the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER), Dr. Janet 
Woodcock, and HESI Executive Director, Syril Pettit, MEM, sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) committing to partnership to enhance drug development and 
drug safety evaluation through shared research, education, and collaboration. 

2014   The number of HESI Sponsor companies grows to over 60. 

The HESI Scientific Portfolio includes 13 scientific committees and more than 60 
distinct projects. 

Over 260 HESI publications are cited almost 5,000 times in over 1,000 scientific peer 
reviewed journals. 

Syril D. Pettit, MEM, (HESI Executive Director) leads a staff of eleven. 



HESI HISTORY 

 

 

HESI Chairs and Presidents 

 

1989 

Chair, Louis Lasagna, Tufts University 

Interim President, Alex Malaspina, The Coca-Cola Company 

Vice President, Gordon V. Loewengart, Hoechst Celanese Corporation 

 

1990 -1996 

Chair, Louis Lasagna, Tufts University 

Vice Chair, Anthony D. Dayan, St. Batholomew’s Hospital Medical College 

President, Peter N. Britton, Johnson & Johnson 

Vice President, Gordon V. Loewengart, Hoechst Celanese Corporation 

 

1997 

Chair, Louis Lasagna, Tufts University 

Vice Chair, Anthony D. Dayan, St. Batholomew’s Hospital Medical College 

President, R. Michael McClain, Hoffman-La Roche, Inc. 

Vice President, Gordon S. Hassing, The Procter & Gamble Company 

 

1998 

Chair, Anthony D. Dayan, St. Batholomew’s Hospital Medical College 

Vice Chair, Curtis D. Klaassen, University of Kansas Medical Center 

President, R. Michael McClain, Hoffmann-La Roche Inc. 

Vice President, James E. Gibson, Dow AgroSciences 

 

1999 

Chair, Anthony D. Dayan, St. Batholomew’s Hospital Medical College 

Vice Chair, Curtis D. Klaassen, University of Kansas Medical Center 

President, James E. Gibson, Dow AgroSciences 

Vice President, Jack H. Dean, Sanofi Pharmaceuticals Inc. 

 

2000 

Chair, Curtis D. Klaassen, University of Kansas Medical Center 

Vice Chair, Jay I. Goodman, Michigan State University 

President, James E. Gibson, Dow AgroSciences 

Vice President, Jack H. Dean, Sanofi-Synthelabo Research 

 

2001 

Chair, Curtis D. Klaassen, University of Kansas Medical Center 

Vice Chair, Jay I. Goodman, Michigan State University 

President, Jack H. Dean, Sanofi-Synthelabo Research 

Vice President, Lewis L. Smith, Syngenta Ltd. 

 

2002 

Chair, Jay I. Goodman, Michigan State University 

Vice Chair, Helmut Greim, Technical University of Munich 

President, Jack H. Dean, Sanofi-Synthelabo Research 

Vice President, Lewis L. Smith, Syngenta Ltd. 



 

2003 

Chair, Jay I. Goodman, Michigan State University 

Vice Chair, Helmut Greim, Technical University of Munich 

President, Lewis L. Smith, Syngenta Ltd 

Vice President, William T. Robinson, Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation 

 

2004 

Chair, Helmut Greim, Technical University of Munich 

Vice Chair, Samuel M. Cohen, University of Nebraska Medical Center 

President, Lewis L. Smith, Syngenta Ltd 

Vice President, William T. Robinson, Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation 

 

2005 

Chair, Helmut Greim, Technical University of Munich 

Vice Chair, Samuel M. Cohen, University of Nebraska Medical Center 

President, William T. Robinson, Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation 

Vice President, James S. MacDonald, Schering-Plough Research Institute 

 

2006 

Chair, Samuel M. Cohen, University of Nebraska Medical Center 

Vice Chair, Alan R. Boobis, Imperial College London 

President, William T. Robinson, Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation 

Vice President, James S. MacDonald, Schering-Plough Research Institute 

 

2007 

Chair, Samuel M. Cohen, University of Nebraska Medical Center 

Vice Chair, Alan R. Boobis, Imperial College London 

President, James S. MacDonald, Schering-Plough Research Institute 

Vice President, Marc S. Bonnefoi, sanofi-aventis 

 

2008 

Chair, Alan R. Boobis, Imperial College London 

Vice Chair, Kendall B. Wallace, University of Minnesota School of Medicine 

President, James S. MacDonald, Schering-Plough Research Institute 

Vice President, Marc S. Bonnefoi, sanofi-aventis 

 

2009 

Chair, Alan R. Boobis, Imperial College London 

Vice Chair, Kendall B. Wallace, University of Minnesota School of Medicine 

President, Marc S. Bonnefoi, sanofi-aventis 

Vice President, Dennis J. Devlin, Exxon Mobil Corporation  

 

2010-2011 

Chair, Kendall B. Wallace, University of Minnesota School of Medicine 

Vice Chair, Ronald N. Hines, Medical College of Wisconsin 

President, Marc S. Bonnefoi, sanofi-aventis 

Vice President, Dennis J. Devlin, Exxon Mobil Corporation 

 

  



2011-2012 

Chair, Kendall B. Wallace, University of Minnesota School of Medicine 

Vice Chair, Ronald N. Hines, Medical College of Wisconsin 

President, Dennis J. Devlin, Exxon Mobil Corporation 

Vice President, Laurie A. Hanson, Pfizer Inc. 

 

2012-2013 

Chair, Kendall B. Wallace, University of Minnesota School of Medicine 

Vice Chair, Herman N. Autrup, University of Aarhus 

President, Dennis J. Devlin, Exxon Mobil Corporation 

Vice President, Laurie A. Hanson, Pfizer Inc. 

 

2013-2014 

Chair, Kendall B. Wallace, University of Minnesota School of Medicine 

Vice Chair, Herman N. Autrup, University of Aarhus 

President, Laurie A. Hanson, Pfizer Inc. 

Vice President, Timothy P. Pastoor, Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

First HESI President 
Peter Britton, PhD 

Director of Community Environmental 
Development 

Johnson & Johnson 

First HESI Chair of Board 
Louis Lasagna, MD 

Dean of the Sackler School of Biomedical 
Sciences, Tufts University School of Medicine 

“Father of Clinical Pharmacology” 

ILSI Founder: Dr. Alex Malaspina 
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OBITUARY

Obituary

Louis Lasagna 
Clinical pharmacologist, investigator of the placebo effect, proponent of stricter rules for drug approvals.
Born in Queens, New York, USA, in 1923; died Aug 8, 2003, aged 80, from a lymphoma.

Louis Lasagna’s career included
groundbreaking studies on the metho-
dology of clinical trials, analgesics,

hypnotics, medical ethics, and the placebo effect.
Perhaps not surprisingly, the work that brought
him his widest audience was research into 
the psychological responses to drugs. The first
results appeared in his landmark 1954 paper, 
“A Study of the Placebo Response”, published 
in the American Journal of Medicine. The
implications for the development and assessment
of the effectiveness of drugs raised by the 
idea that the act of taking a substance, even 
one with no active ingredients, could cause a
response in patients rumble on today. Lasagna
became an early proponent of the need for a
randomised, placebo-controlled trial before any
drug received approval.

Lasagna trained in medicine at Columbia
University, New York, before becoming a clinical
research fellow in anaesthesia at Harvard
University. That was followed by 16 years at 
The Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine, Baltimore, where he taught and
started the first academic group devoted solely to
clinical pharmacology. He became professor of
pharmacology, toxicology, and medicine at the
University of Rochester, New York, in 1970,
before establishing the Centre for the Study of
Drug Development, now affiliated with Tufts
University. His successor as director of the
centre, Dr Kenneth Kaitin, told The Lancet “Lou
Lasagna’s strong belief that the public is best
served when policy debates are conducted in the
presence of solid, academic research, led, in
1976, to his founding of the Center”. Lasagna’s
final academic appointment was as Dean of the
Sackler School of Biomedical Sciences, Tufts
University School of Medicine, Boston.

Lasagna had an important role in reshaping the
pharmaceutical industry. Kaitin said he was “a
remarkable force in the fields of clinical trial
methodology and medical ethics. He was the 
first to demonstrate the necessity of placebo-
controlled clinical trials in studying drug effects”.
A supporter of stricter rules on drug approvals,
Lasagna testified before Congress on several
occasions, most notably at the 1962 Kefauver
hearings on drug pricing. His evidence helped
establish new rules for the use of controlled
clinical trials in proving a drug’s effectiveness.

According to Kaitin, “his testimony in Congress
at the 1962 Kefauver hearings was instrumental
in establishing the efficacy requirement for new
drugs in the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act”. 

Lasagna’s extensive research on drug
development in the USA showed that although
most biopharmaceutical products originated in
the USA and began clinical trials there, they were
usually marketed first in Europe. As a result of
the longer time required for clinical studies in 
the USA, together with lengthy and stringent
product review processes, fewer new drugs were
introduced in the USA than anywhere else except
Norway. By contrast, Lasagna said other
industrialised countries regulated drug prices and
pharmaceutical industry profits much more
strictly than did the USA. He was a member of
the Commission on the Federal Drug Approval
Process that examined the drug development and
approval process and reported its findings to
Congress in April, 1982. He served on the
General Accounting Office’s Health Advisory
Committee and was chairman of the National
Committee to Review Current Procedures for
Approval of New Drugs for Cancer and AIDS.

A constant scrutiniser of the high cost of drug
development and of flawed prescribing, Lasagna
criticised misleading drug advertisements and
medical fads, and questioned the ethics of the
pharmaceutical industry and the gullibility of
some doctors and the media. He wrote, in The
New York Times, that “most of us are amenable to
suggestion, and the ability of sugar pills or water
injections to alleviate all kinds of real or imagined
ills has often been demonstrated in clinical
experiments—and just as often forgotten by
physicians in their enthusiasm for new remedies”.

In his books The Doctors’ Dilemma (1962) and
Life and Death and the Doctor (1968), Lasagna
addressed the ethics and role of being of doctor.
His popular writings ranged from medical edu-
cation to the philosophical basis of euthanasia.
He also called for a worldwide competition for 
an updated Hippocratic oath. His own revised
version of the Hippocratic oath, subsequently
adopted by many medical schools, emphasised
doctors’ responsibilities to emphasise prevention
over cure, to ask for help when needed, and to
keep in mind the psychological aspects of disease.

His wife, Helen, their three sons, four
daughters, and eight grandchildren survive him.

Pearce Wright
e-mail:
pearce.wright@dial.pipex.com
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HESI Committee Portfolio Development 

 

1989 

 Rodent Liver Tumor Workshop 

 

1999 

12 Committees, ~20 projects   

 Alternatives to Animal Testing for Eye Irritation 
 Alternative Methods for Carcinogenicity Testing 
 Developmental and Reproductive Toxicology 
 Immunotoxicology 
 Predictivity of  Toxicity in Humans from Animal Studies 
 Water Quality 
 Aggregate Exposure Assessment 
 Insect Resistance Management 
 Genomics and Proteomics in Risk Assessment 
 Use of Mechanistic Data in Risk Assessment 
 Criteria for Evaluation of Epidemiology Studies 
 Structure Activity Relationships Database 

 

2014 

13 Committees, ~80 projects   

 Animal alternatives in environmental risk assessment 
 Application of genomics to mechanism-based risk assessment 
 Biomarkers of nephrotoxicity 
 Cardiac Safety 
 Developmental and reproductive toxicology (DART) 
 Development of methods for a tiered approach to assess bioaccumulation of chemicals 
 Genetic toxicology  
 Immunotoxicology 
 Protein Allergenicity 
 Risk assessment in the 21st century (RISK21) 
 Sustainable chemical alternatives 
 Use of imaging for translational safety assessment 
 Translational biomarkers of neurotoxicity 

(Plus new Emerging Issues to be initiated in Fall 2014) 
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